BREAKTHROUGHS

A Case for
Community Schools

Community schools fling open the doors of the schoolhouse and invite others in,
working together to ensure success for all students.

Just months before | was hired to
be a Baltimore County community
schools coordinator, | knew
nearly nothing about community
schools. It didn't take long for

me to become a believer.
Community schools
fling open the doors
of the schoolhouse
and invite othersin,
working together

to ensure success

for all students.

They are dynamic part-
nerships among students,
families, schools, and community
members that offer a broader
scope of convenient, accessible
services and programs available
within a school building. All have
a voice and leadership is shared.

Students filling our classrooms
today represent the beautiful
diversity blooming in our com-
munities. They bring with them
equally diverse lifetimes of experi-
ences that impact their attitudes,
their learning, their relationships,
and their behaviors.

For a growing number of stu-
dents, these experiences include
significant social-emotional stress-
ors: poverty, hunger, housing
instability, cultural and language
differences, health concerns,
violence, addiction. The weight
of those stressors often interferes
with students’ attendance and
engagement in school. Faculty

are consistently challenged to
respond to what lies beneath—
the story behind the story of
each student.

Student support staff
in schools are
overwhelmed
by requests for
assistance.
Families are
referredto a
maze of mental
health treatment
providers, social
service agencies, and
food pantries. Some families
can connect to those resources;
but for families who struggle to
navigate complex systems, help
remains elusive.

More than just a package of
wrap-around services, community
schools work to integrate and
align existing strategies,
adjust programming as
needed, and inno-
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We are in good company.
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See more of these teacher-to-teacher tips in MSEA's ActionLine magazine.




